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THE TREATMENT OF FRACTURES. 


Last week Mr. C. W. Townsend contributed a 
clinical note of the successful treatment of frac- 
tured tibia in a foal, the main interest of which 
lay in the good result which was attained rather 
against the practitioner's expectations. The case 
was very similar to several others which were re- 
corded in these columns some six months ago by 
Messrs. Villar, Waters, and Snarry; the subjects 
being young horses and cattle, and the fractures 
variously situated. All could fairly be described as 
cases in which slaughter is usually resorted to 
without any attempt at treatment; and that, in 
fact, was the course favoured by the practitioner 
in more than one instance, but for one reason or 
another, treatment was attempted, and the results 
were excellent. 

This list of successes suggests that owners and 
veterinary surgeons alike underrate the possibilities 
of treatment of fractures in the case of young farm 
animals. Many country practitioners almost in- 
variably advise slaughter in such cases ; and in many 
instances slaughter is adopted without consulting 
a practitioner; yet there are few classes of case 
in which the possibilities of treatment are more 
economically worthy of consideration than frac- 
tures in young stock. The potential value of the 
animal may be high, and its value at the time is 
often nil. The initial treatment presents no 
great trouble or expense; the after treatment 
may be simple in the extreme; and the cost 
of keeping the animal till the result can be 
gauged is very small. Again, we all know the 
facility with which fractures unite in young 
animals; even foals, when treated, sometimes make 
surprising recoveries; cattle often do so. It is 
possible that those recoveries would become less 
surprising were treatment more frequently attempt- 
ed. No farmer would lose much by attempting to 
treat the fractured limb of a young animal ; on the 
other hand, he might gain a good deal. And, 
though the treatment of fractures in farm stock 
will never be very lucrative to the veterinary sur- 
geon, yet, if practised more often, it would probably 
increase his recognised utility to the agriculturist. 
There are several minor branches of veterinary 
work in which the practitioner has not yet become 
quite so useful as he might—this is one of them. 


H2®MOPNEUMOTHORAX IN A DOG CAUSED BY THE 
INGESTION OF A ForEIGN Bopy. 


Hzmopneumothorax—the escape of sanguino- 
lent liquid and of air into the thoracic cavity— 
occurs very rarely in the domestic animals, It 
may appear as a complication of tuberculasis, 
gangrene, cancer, or pulmono-pleural hematoma, 
and, in exceptionally rare cases, as the result of a 
foreign body penetrating from the stomach into the 
thoracic cavity, and thus causing a traumatic 
hamopnuemothorax. 

Prof. J. Poenaru, of Bucharest, records the 
following case of the last named affection.. The 
subject. a strong sporting dog, was used for the 
chase one day in August, 1909, and the day after- 
wards seen to be unwell. He was dull, ate very 
little, preferred to remain recumbent, vomited fre- 
quently, and lost strength. This condition per- 
sisted till the month of October, when the animal 
began to cough and to expectorate blood. 

Poenaru examined him, and found him dull, 
with sunken eyes and pale ocular and buccal 
mucous membranes. The respiration was difficult 
and very superficial, and sanguilent expectoration 
was present. The intercostal spaces were promin- 
ent and convex; the pulse was weak and very fast; 
the temperature was 100-4 F. 

Auscultation revealed bronchial roles, and a 
diminution of the vesicular murmur caused by a 
clear sound, exaggerated by percussion, in the 
superior portions of the thoracic cavity, witha dull 
metallic sound in the inferior parts. 

The cough was painful, and was accompanied by 
efforts at vomiting, resulting in the ejection of a 
sanguinolent frothy liquid from both nose and 
mouth. The case was evidently one of true 
hemoptysis. 

These symptoms at first suggested the diagnosis 
of tuberculosis with pneumothorax; but the tuber- 
culin test yielded negative results. The symptom 
of hemoptysis was then treated by subcutaneous in- 
jections of gelatinised serum with five drops of 
adrenaline and one milligramme (about 1-65th 
grain) of ergotinine; but the animal grew worse, 
and died at the end of October. 

Post-mortem, about a pint of blood was found in 
the thoracic cavity. The inferior borders of the 
lungs were atalectasic, and the lungs were ad- 
herent to the diaphragm at their diaphragmatic 
aspect. The superior border of the right lung was 
transfixed from behind forwards by an ear of corn, 
forming a pulmonary rupture covered with elots of 
blood. 

Upon the anterior face of the diaphragm a granu- 
ating wound was found, corresponding in position 
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to an adherence which existed between the posterior 
face of the diaphragm and the stomach. This ad- 
hesion consisted of cicatricial tissue, the pre-exist- 
ing wound of the stomach having healed. 

Around the pulmonary wound, a hemorrhagic 
congestion was observed; and frothy blood was 
present in the bronchi and the trachea. 

The author traces the course of the injury as 
follows. The dog had swallowed an ear of corn in 
the fields. This ear had become implanted in the 
gastric mucous membrane by movements and 
efforts at vomiting, and had passed through the 
walls of the stomach and the diaphragm, giving 
rise to a fistulous wound which had first caused an 
adherence between the stomach and the diaphragm, 
and afterwards a dry diaphragmatic pleurisy with 
adhesions. The pulmonary lobes, 

ing fixed to the diaphragm by the adhesions, had 
become more rigid, and thus the ear of corn had 
penetrated the lung, producing a wound large 
enough to give rise to a hemothorax and at the 
same time to a pneumothorax.—Arhiva Veterinara. 


A CasE or TUBERCULOSIS IN THE Ass. 


Asses have a comparatively slight receptivity for 
tuberculosis, and, in order to infect them experi- 
mentally with certainty, it is necessary to have re- 
course to the most severe method of inoculation, 
viz., intravenous injection. They appear equally 
resistant to natural infection, for, despite the very 
defective hygienic conditions in which they are 
generally kept, tuberculosis of the ass is of extreme 
rarity. E. Cesari, who reports the following éase, 
says that, if not the first, it is at least one of the 
first to be recorded. Interesting as it is from its 
rarity, it is even more so from the quite special 
type of intestinal lesions present, which were not 
analogous to any of the diverse forms of intestinal 
tuberculosis found in man and other species of 
animals. Cesari suggests that the considerable 
natural resistance towards tuberculosis possessed 
by the ass may be an explanation. 

The subject was an entire male, about fifteen 
years old. Cesari does not say under what condi- 
tions the post-mortem observations were made, or 
whether he had any opportunity of examining the 
animal during life. He merely gives the results of 
an exhaustive autopsy, and adds that he was unable 
to obtain any information bearing upon*the condi- 
tions under which the ass became infected. 

The tuberculous lesions extended to both the 
thoracic and abdominal cavities, but the most 
massive ones were situated in the lungs, which 
were strewn with tuberculous masses of different 
volumes, white and compact, and without centres 
of apparent softening. The most voluminous 
nod attained the dimensions of a walnut, and 
were distributed in the superior zone of the pos- 
terior portion of the lobes. The other parts of the 
lungs were infiltrated by a multitude of small tuber- 
culous centres, ranging from the size of a pin’s 
head to that of a hazel nut; often these small 
nodules were in such close relation to one another 
that they formed moniliform whitish trains, giving 
@ peculiar marbled aspect to the pulmonary tissue. 


When incised, these nodules resembled the larger 
ones in appearing homogeneous, without trace of 
caseous degeneration. 

The pulmonary pleura was considerably thick- 
ened, especially in the vicinity of the sub-pleural 
pulmonary nodules, where it formed veritable 
sclerotic caps fitted over the projecting portion of 
the tuberculous masses. No adhesions existed he- 
tween the pulmonary and the thoracic pleura. 

When histologically examined, the pulmonary 
lesions were striking from their complete absence 
of degenerative processes, even in the midst of the 
largest nodules, The tuberculous islets were con- 
stituted by agglomerated granulations, separated 
from each other by fibrous trabecule and formed 
by masses of round cells and small epitheloid cells 
uniformly nucleated, in the midst of which some 
giant cells, which did not contain bacilli, were 
found. Bacilli were found in small numbers in 
these pulmonary lesions; some were seen englobed 
in the epitheloid elements, but the majority were 
free in the interstices between the cells. 

The bronchial, the prepectoral, and the anterior 
and posterior mediastinal lymphatic glands, formed 
enormous hard compact masses attaining the size 
of two fists. They showed a few rare centres of 
very limited softening, containing a yellowish 
caseous product. Tubercle bacilli were extraordin- 
arily abundant in the points of degeneration. They 
occurred in the form in which tubercle bacilli ap- 
pear in the horse—viz., as very granular rods 4 to 5 
micro-millimetres long, often laid parallel to one 
another, and sometimes associated in considerable 
masses. 

The thoracic pleura bore some small irregular 
fibrous patches, which were especially abundant 
in the vertebro-costal channels and upon the 
diaphragm. 

In the abdominal cavity, also, the peritoneum 
showed macaroon-shaped patches, particularly 
numerous upon the aponeurotic portion of the 
diaphragm. 

The liver contained numerous tubercles of fibrous 
consistence, without centres of softening. The 
lymphatic glands of the hilum were hypertrophied, 
but showed no visible tubercles. The spleen also 
contained some indurated nodules. 

The left kidney presented, in its anterior portion, 
a whitish circular zone which formed the base of a 
sclerotic infiltration affecting several Malpighian 
pyramids. The right kidney was normal. Histo- 
logical examination showed some _ tuberculous 
nodules, undegenerated, in the midst of fibrous 
trabecule. Tubercle bacilli existed in rather con- 
siderable numbers. 

The supra-renal bodies presented, at their surface, 
some adenomatous productions, such as are com- 
monly met with in aged solipeds. 

The mesenteric glands were hypertrophied and 
indurated, and some were crammed with miliary 
granulations. The sub-lumbar and circumflex iliac 
glands were hemorrhagic, but showed no visible 
tubercles upon section. 

All these lesions, in the gross, resembled the 
‘“‘sarcomatous form of tuberculosis \in the horse, 


4 
| 
; 
i 
‘ 


August 20, 1910 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


107 


Upon opening the digestive tube, however, the 
peculiar lesions previously alluded to became 
evident. 

These lesions consisted in a hypertrophy of all 
the Peyer’s patches in the intestine. Upon the 
whole extent of the intestinal mucous membrane in 
the floating portion of the small intestine and in 
the large and small colon, the Peyer's patches 
formed exuberant projections, rounded or discoid, 
slightly cupulated on their surfaces, and somewhat 
resembling large trouser bottons fixed upon the 
mucous membrane. In the ileum the patches had 
the diameter of a franc, and were excessively 
numerous and in close juxtaposition. They were 
naturally absent in the cecum. In the colon they 
were found disposed with fair regularity in four 
parallel rows, following the direction of the axis of 
the intestine. 

In the surfaces of the Peyer's patches, the 
mucous membrane had a plaited aspect; no part of 
it showed any trace of ulceration. Upon transverse 
section of one of these patches, a band of white 
nacreous tissue was perceived, which seemed to be 


inserted between the mucous membrane and the 


muscular tunic of the intestine. 

Histological examination showed the hypertrophy 
of Peyer's patches to be due to a tuberculous infil- 
tration of the follicles. The glandular layer of the 
mucous membrane appeared intact, but the chorion 
was considerably thickened; it was partitioned by 
fibro-connective trabecule, and the small compart- 
ments thus delimited were crammed with round 
cells and epithelial elements, with which some giant 
cells were mingled. Here, also, no trace of degen- 
eration was found in the interior of the tuberculous 
nodules. Sections cut in the intervening spaces 
between Peyer's patches did not show tuberculous 
lesions in the isolated lymphoid follicles. 

In the sections, tubercle bacilli were found in 
connection with the tuberculous nodules, but not 
outside these positions. Preparations of the intes- 
tinal mucus, obtained by scraping the surfaces of 
Peyer’s patches, showed no tubercle bacilli. 

The generalisation of the lesions in all Peyer's 
patches, and the absence of any alteration in the 
epithelial layer of the mucous membrane, seemed 
to indicate that the intestinal lesions were of 
lymphogenic origin. 

The author proved the tuberculous nature of the 
disease by experimental inoculations of rabbits and 

inea-pigs, of which he gives the details.— 

"Hygiene de la Viande et du Lait. : 

W. R.C. 


HYPOSPADIAS IN A FOAL. 


I send you herewith photograph of hinder parts 
. of a Clydesdale foal which at birth looked very like 
a real hermaphrodite, but at a month old has 
proved to be merely a male hypdspadiac. At birth, 
and for a fortnight after, only one testicle, the left, 
could be found, but in a month the right had also 
descended. There is noscrotum, both lie flat below 
the skin of the groin, are of a natural size, and each 


is furnished with a spermatic cord. Close rp ye 
the anus is to be seen, (b) the open end of the 
urethra, which admits quite easily of the passage of 
a mare’s catheter, and measured, at fifteen days 
old, from the external orifice to the fundus of the 
bladder, 17} inches. Projecting from the lower 
half of the urethral orifice is a papillary body; (c) 
1} inch long, rather thicker than an ordinary 
pencil, which at first sight might be quite easily 
mistaken for a clitoris without a prepuce. (Run- 


ning from (6) (dd) is a split urethra which might, 
except for its extreme length (9 inches), be mis- 
taken for an imperforate vulva; (e) is the glans 
and prepuce of the retroverted and imperforate 
penis, which, except for its size, much resembles 
the ordinary clitoris. The penis measures 2} 
inches in length, and the glans 1} across the crown. 

The foal, a very good one, is thriving well, 
urinates quite freely like a mare, and by the layman 
is taken to be a filly. I may say I have been over 
forty years in practice and this is the first case of 


the kind I have seen. 
Tuos. M. M‘ConnELL. 
Wigtown, N.B. 


As a result of the latest Order of the Board of Agri- 
culture modifying the areas scheduled in consequence 
of the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, the restric- 
tions on the greater part of the districts around Northal- 
lerton, Bedale, and Thirsk are removed. The custom- 
ary sales of stock were consequently held as usual this 
week. No licenses will be required for removal of stock 
except in a very small scheduled area. 
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ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Wednesday, 
August 3rd, at the Victoria Club, Kingsbury, Aylesbury. 
The chair was taken at 2.15 by the President, Mr Percy 
J. Simpson, F.R.c.v.s., and there were also present 
Messrs. H. C. J r, Wm. Wilson, Sidney Villar, 
Henry G. Lepper, John Varney, A. L. Butters, Jas. East 
and | Kecelh . Male, hon. sec. and treas.; and Messrs. 
J. Willett and E. Auger, visitors. 

Letters and telegrams of apology were received from 
Messrs. G. E. King, F..W. Hanks, R. C. Tennant, T. W. 
Lepper, J. 8. Hurndall, R. J. Verney, F. G. Samson, and 
Major C. B. M. Harris. 


ProposeD VETERINARY OFFICER AT THE L.G.B. 


The Hon. Sec. read three letters received in reply to 
the circular sent out with a copy of a resolution passed 
in favour of the appointment of a Veterinary Officer at 
the Local Government Board, and urging members of 
the profession to approach their representatives in Par- 
liament on the subject. The Midland Veterinary Asso- 
ciation wrote unanimously supporting such resolution. 
The Central Society endorsed the action of the Royal 
Counties, and also the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland, the Secretary of the latter stating that the 
resolution came before them at a general meeting and 
was unanimously adopted, and that the members pre- 
sent also promised to interview their Parliamentary 
sopenemtetsves with a view to gaining their support for 
the project. 

The PRESIDENT reminded the meeting that one or two 
other letters in the same tone were read at the Oxford 
meeting. This Association had not met with a rebuff, 
all the Societies seeming to be fairly unanimous in 
favour of such an appointment. He did not know 
what more could be done in the matter at present, 
except in the way of interviewing their Members of 
Parliament. The Member for his Division of Berks (Mr. 
Ernest Gardner) had said that if anything was brought 
forward in the matter he would pits A give it his 
support. 

r. JAGGER thought the matter might well be left till 
the London meeting of this Association, by which time 
all the answers would probably have come in. 

The Hon. Sec. added that the Central Association, 
and also the Veterinary Officers of Health, had recently 
sent resolutions to the Local Government Board to the 
same effect. 

NOMINATION. 

Mr. J. Wituett, of Harley Place, London, was 
nominated by the President, seconded by Mr. Wilson, 
for election to membership at the next meeting. 


THe Pusiic HEALTH CoNGREss. 


The PREsIpENT read the following report :— 

In the first place I should like to thank the Associa- 
tion for the honour they conferred upon me by appoint- 
ing me their delegate to the Royal {nstitute of Public 
Health poe ging: aye enabling me to have a few days 
holiday and at the same time add very considerably to 
my knowledge of meat inspection and other matters. 

section to which, of course, my attention was fixed, 
and which indeed was the only one possible to attend, 
was that dealing with comparative pathology and veteri- 
nary hygiene. The President of this section was Sir 
John adyean, and the vice-presidents were Profs. 
Annett, Live 1; Delépine, Manchester ; Dewar, 
Edin ; McWeeney and Mettam, Dublin ; Penber- 
thy and Owen Williams, Liverpool. The secretarial 
duties were shared by Dr. Greenwood, Medical Officer 
of Health for Blackburn, and Prof. Matheson, M.R.C.V.S., 


D.v.8.M., of Liverpool University, these latter gentlemen 
doing all in their power to make the meeting a 
success. 

I may here state that the Section was very poorly 
attended by veterinary surgeons, and it seems a great 
pity that when there 1s such an opportunity given for 
showing to the public the fitness of veterinary surgeons 
to occupy certain posts which they should occupy, and 
also to show their enthusiasm for their profession, that 
that opportunity is not more readily seized upon. 

The first meeting of the Section was timed by the 
ofticial programme le 11 a.m. on Tuesday, July 19, and 
the first paper was to have been Sir John M‘Fadyean’s 
address. Owing, however, to some misunderstanding 
the time was altered to 10 a.m. ; but as only one or two 
delegates knew of the alteration, this unfortunately lead 
to Sir John M‘Fadyean being present prepared to read 
his paper before an audience of four or five persons ! 
He, however, deferred it until the next day. By eleven 
o'clock, however, several others had turned up, and the 
President, taking the chair, called upon Prof. Gerald 
Leighton, M.D., to read his paper on “ Meat Inspection * 
before an audience numbering 17. 

In a very interesting paper he dealt with the methods 
adopted with regard to meat inspection, and pointed out 
the large divergency of methods which at present exist, 
in some cases in adjoining towns. This divergence holds 
meat inspection up to ridicule, as unscrupulous persons 
soon learn where they can dispose of meat which, per- 
haps, if exhibited in their own town would be seized. 

The essayist also drew attention to the unsatisfactory 
control exercised over many abattoirs. In some casesa 
public company owned the abattoir, and this was one of 
the biggest evils that could happen, because naturally 
the superintendent or manager would place dividends 
tirst and the convenience of his clients second, and the 
safety of the public health would be among the “also 
rans.” 

Butchers are in many instances in control of the 
abattoirs, and this form of administration obviously has 
its drawbacks. 

Prof. Leighton thought the best authority to have in 
charge of an abattoir was a veterinary surgeon under 
the Medical Officer of Health. He suggested also that 
all inspectors should have the same training, pass the 
same examination, and if possible have the same 
teachers, as this would to a great extent bring about 
much more uniformity than at present existed. Meat 
inspection he considered imperative in any town of, say, 
6000 or-more inhabitants, and that the local veterinary 
surgeon should be, ipso facto, the Government meat 
Inspector. 

rof. Williams opened the discussion, and Major 
Meredith, Mr. Watson, of Dublin, Prof. Wooldridge, 
Councillor Scott, Prof. Sir John M‘Fadyean, and others 
carried it on. 

Time did not permit of any other papers being taken 
that day ; so the company adjourned to lunch, After 
lunch many availed themselves of the kind invitation of 
the President of the Congress (Mr. W. H. Lever) and 
Mrs. Lever to a garden party at their country seat, 
Thornton Manor, where a very enjoyable afternoon was 
spent. In the evening more hospitality was extended to 
us by the Mayor and Mayoress of Birkenhead (Mr. and 
Mrs. —_ who gave an “At Home” in Birkenhead 
Town Hall. Music, singing, and dancing, in which 
later members of this section took part, brought a very 
enjoyable day to an end. 

On Wednesday, July 20th, the business of the section 
started at 10 a.m., when the President of the section 
delivered his address. This attracted delegates and 
members from all the sections of the Congress, and it is 
age to record that an audience of over 60 faced Sir 

ohn when he rose. 
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The chief question dealt with by the President was : 
Which is the commoner source of infection in tubereu- 
losis—Inhalation or Ingestion? He related many and 
varied experiments which had been tried to settle this 
question, and pointed out many flaws in those which 
went to prove ingestion as the principal cause. I am 
afraid I should only weary my hearers if I went into all 
the interesting details quoted by Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
as it would be impossible for me to enumerate them 
with the lucidity of the essayist. It must suffice to say 
that the conclusion Sir John arrived at was that inhala- 
tion is by far the commoner source of infection. A 
hearty vote of thanks to the President was carried by 
acclamation. 

At 11.15 Dr. Littlejohn, M.R.c.s., D.P.H., M.R.C.V.S. read 
his paper on “Tuberculin as a diagnostic agent.” Here 
the various methods of using tuberculin as a diagnostic 
were discussed, and one by one the following methods 
were explained and the pros and cons of each pointed 
out: The Hypodermic, Conjunctival, the combination 
of these two; the Cuticular, the Dermic, and the Intra- 
dermic. Theessayist stated that the subcutaneous still 
remain the most reliable, but if this cannot be adopted 
the secondary conjunctival reaction is best ; and failing 
these two the Intra-dermal. 

A spirited discussion followed: Messrs. Villar, Gooch, 
Wooldridge, and Gould taking part. 

At 12.5 Prof. Wooldridge brought forward his paper 
in which he pointed out the necessity for the Peco me 
sation and State control of veterinary sera, and after 
some discussion it was put as a resolution and carried 
that—“ In the interest of the public, the standardisation 
and control of the sale cf diagnostic biological products 
and vaccines should be exercised.” It was also resolved 
that a copy of this resolution should be sent to the 
Board of Agriculture. 

At 12.35 Mr. J. S. Lloyd, r.r.c.v.s., of Sheftield, pre- 
sented his paper entitled “Suggestions for controlling 
tuberculosis among food animals.” Owing to the late- 
ness of the hour and the diminished audience, Mr. Lloyd 
somewhat curtailed an interesting discourse, in which 
he dealt with the necessity of disinfection of buildings, 
open air treatment, isolation of healthy and affected 
animals, destruction of diseased animals, etc. He also 
pointed out how much could be done by private enter- 
prise in this direction, and remarked that there was a 
great field for the use of immunising agents when abso- 
lutely reliable ones had been obtained. 

A fair amount of discussion ensued, although all were 
at one with the views of the author of the paper. The 
section adjourned at 1.15, having sat solidly from 10 
o'clock. 

After Iunch there were two invitations open to mem- 
bers of the Congress, viz., a launch trip up and down 
the Mersey, provided by the Chairman and members of 


the Ferries Committee, the other being that the Com-'!. 


mittee of the Liverpool Garden Suburb Tenants, Ltd., 
requested the attendance of delegates at the cutting of 
the first sod of the Garden City at Childwall. Your 
delegate chose the first; but unfortunately rain com- 
menced to fall as soon as we went on board and increased 
in severity, without stopping, till the we landed. Had it 
not been for the presence of, and introductions to, mem- 
bers of the fair sex, this trip would have been anything 
but pleasant; but with fair, smiling faces, sparkling 
conversation, and an excellent tea, one was able to forget 
the gloom and rain, and really enjoy oneself. 

At 10.15 Thursday morning, in the absence of the 
President, Prof. Owen Williams took the chair, and 
called upon Mr. Buxton, M.R.C.v.s., to read his paper on 
“Some post-mortem alteration in meat, and methods of 
prevention.” 

This gentleman was the first in this section to have 
ladies among his audience. Whether this was the result 
of the river trip [ am unable to say. In any case it did 


not interfere with the delivery of an extremely interest- 
ing, scientific, and thorough paper dealing with the 
different sources of infection of meat from the slaughter- 
house to the table. He pointed out the great power of 
flesh to absorb noxious gases, and even metals. He 
dwelt, also, on the processes of fermentation, the 
growth of moulds, fungi, etc., and the clinical changes 
which take place. A very important part of this paper 
was the description of the test which will tell at ae 
stage of decomposition flesh may be eaten with safety. 
It is much to be regretted that a very attenuated 
audience listened to this paper, only eight or nine gentle- 
men being present in addition to three ladies. However, 
a fairly good discussion resulted, and was replied to by 
Mr. Buxton. 

The last paper read before this section was that by 
Prof. Duncan entitled “ Animal diseases transmissible to 
man,” The learned Professor dealt with such diseases 
as anthrax, glanders, tuberculosis, hydrophobia, diph- 
theria, Malta fever, cow pox, foot-and-mouth disease 
tetanus, bubonic plague, ete., etc., describing symptoms, 
method of infection, periods of incubation, ete., and 
pointing out the necessity for trying to combat some of 
these most deadly diseases. Prof. Wooldridge and 
Messrs. Watson and Villar carried on the discussion. 

There were two more papers down on the programme, 
one by Mr. J. Hume Patterson, but as he was not there 
to read his paper and defend it, it was decided that he 
should be asked to bring it forward at another date. 
Prof. Williams was also down to read a paper on “The 
economic aspect of some skin lesions of slaughtered 
hogs,” but as a legal dispute had arisen in connection 
with the animals on which he had made the observations 
and which gave material for his paper, he asked leave 
to withdraw it. 

A vote of thanks to Prof. Williams for occupying the 
chair terminated the proceedings, just in time to allow 
your delegate to catch the 2 o'clock train for home. 

Although the time (practically four days) spent in 
attending the Congress was somewhat strenuous, your 
delegate again thanks you for sending him, and at the 
same time would point out to all the members of the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association that not 
only an enjoyable, but also a very profitable time, as far 
as science goes, may be spent in attending this and 
kindred congresses. 


Mr. VILLAR, in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Percy 
Simpson for his interesting report, said that as one who 
was present at the Congress he could speak as to the 
absolute precision of the details given. 

Mr. Burrers seconded the resolution with much 
pleasure, and it was carried by acclamation. 


THE PRropos—ED AMALGAMATION OF VETERINARY 
SOcIETIEs. 

The Hon. Sec. read a letter dated June 30th asking 
him to forward to each of the members of this Associa- 
tion a copy of the suggested scheme for the Amalgama- 
tion of Veterinary Societies adopted at the meeting held 
in Crewe on May 7: also asking for a contribution 
towards the expenses incurred in promoting the move- 
ment. Mr. Male observed that as it was requested in 
the letter that the matter should not be submitted to 
this Association until after the National Society had 
given its decision, notices were not sent out. He learned 
from Mr. Hunting that the National Society had dis- 
cussed the scheme, and had decided against it as at 
present constituted, and so it had been “put on the 
shelf” for a time. As the scheme would have to be 
amended, it did not appear to him (the Secretary) 
necessary to incur the expense in sending the old scheme 
out to members. 

Mr. Vittar said he was at the meeting of the 
National Association when the matter was considered, 
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and had the honour of being elected a member of the 
new committee. The idea was, he took it, not to pro- 
mote a new scheme but to make some alterations in the 
existing one, and as far as he could gather, to give some 
continuity to the Council of the National Veterinary 
Association. They were aware that under existing 
arrangements it was a new Council every year, and the 
committee would have to consider 
whether it would be possible to make the committee of 
a more permanent character, so that any work which 
might be instituted in one year might if necessary be 
carried on by the same people in following years. The 
part of the report which he thought did not meet with 
entire concurrence from the committee was that which 
suggested that each member should give a subscription 
of 5s., some thinking that it was not an adequate sub- 
scription, and others that to put 5s. on the existing 
subscription of each member to his local Society was 
asking him to do rather too much, especially as local 
members had to spend considerable sums in travelling 
and attending their own meetings. 

Mr. Wittetr thought the only real objection to the 
scheme was its financial aspect. As it was pertinently 
wee by one member, if the fee was only 5s. they would 

ave to increase the membership of the National to 
quite double the present number in order to get the 
same income they were getting now. 

Mr. Witson opposed the Local Societies, he 
said, were now doing good work amongst the local men, 
and the scheme might snuff some of them out. 

The PrestpenT said that Society, as a Society, 
at one of its meetings expressed its dissent with 
the scheme, and that being so, it was a question whether 
any contribution should made. Of course it was 
perfectly open for anyone to make a proposition. 

Mr. LEpPER remarked that those who had brought 
forward the scheme had done so with an honest purpose, 
feeling that it would do good both to the National 
Veterinary Association and also to the local Associations. 
A small contribution would not express either approval 
or disapproval. The National were giving £5 5s., and 
he moved that the sum of £1 1s. be voted from the 
funds of this Association. 

Mr. East seconded. The question of amalgamation 
was, he considered, a most important one, and he was 
one of those who thought that with proper arrange- 
ments great good might come of it. No harm could 
done by assisting in defraying the expenses already in- 
curred without binding themselves in any way. 

Mr. JaGGer took it that amalgamation was proposed 
amongst other things for Parliamentary work, or mak- 
ing representations to the Government, and to present 
a more united front on any national question that might 
come up. Surely nothing but good could come of that. 
As work had already been done and expenses incurred, 
_ he thought they would not be justified in holding aloof. 

Mr. LEprer’s proposition was then put and carried 
nem. con. 


Victoria VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The PRESIDENT moved in accordance with notice 
given :—“ That asum not exceeding ten guineas be paid 
to the funds of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund.” They had, he said, voted donations to the fund 
on several occasions, but last year he thought they did 
not give anything. Whatever their opinions might be 
with regard to an amalgamation scheme, there ought to 
be complete unanimity throughout the whole of the 
profession on behalf of that Victoria Fund. All the 
money went to the relief of necessitous cases—generally, 
unfortunately, of widows and orphans of professional 
men who been left totally unprovided for. Many 
gentlemen had spoken to such resolutions at previous 
meetings of their Association. The late Mr. Wragg 
used to be a great supporter of the fund, and his (Mr. 


Simpson’s) father was another who always took a very 
t interest in it. He might say that the Victoria 
und had done him the honour of putting him on their 
Council, and he should be very glad to see the resolution 
carried. This Association had usually voted £10 10s. 

Mr. Witson expressed himself in full accord with the 
President, whose proposition he was delighted to have 
the opportunity of seconding. 

Mr. BuTrers rose with much pleasure to support the 
motion. On the Council of the Fund, he said, their 
President would hear harrowing details connected with 
some of the applications for aid. If such cases were 
more widely known he was sure that both the Victoria 
and its sister Society in the Midlands would be very 
widely supported by the whole profession. A great 
many cases come before those bodies which were very 


distressing. The Victoria was a Society which had 
done muc _ work, and he thought everyone would 
support it if they knew more about it. 


Mr. ViLuar, as an old member of the Council of the 
Victoria Fund, said he wished to emphasise all that had 
been said as to the good work done by that Society. 
The details of poverty, sickness, and distress amongst 
bereaved families of veterinarians, and also unfortu- 
nately at times among members of their profession who 
had met with sickness or some other calamity and were 
sometimes in want, were very He was sorry to 
say that funds had not been coming in at all well 
recently, and he was sure the Victoria Fund would be 
“" glad to receive that ten guineas. 

he resolution was carried unanimously. 

On the proposition of Mr. East, seconded by Mr. 
Butters, it was resolved that the next meeting of the 
Association be held in London. 


Cases oF INTEREST. 


The PRESIDENT gave particulars of an interesting case 
on which he had been consulted. 

A thoroughbred mare had what appeared to be an en- 
largement about 3in. below the stifie, which had been 
there some time, and was rather a disfigurement. He 
cut down to it, and when got out it was absolutely 
osseous, and had an articulated surface which was play- 
ing on the patella. It was held fairly tightly in posi- 
tion, although when the leg was flexed it could be moved 
a little with the fingers. The patella was perfectly 
right, and the animal had never gone lame. The case 
went on all right. 

The Hon. Sec. said he recently had a horse for ex- 
amination in which he found a piece of bone which had 
apparently been chipped off the front of the patella. It 
had been there since a foal and apparently dia no harm. 
He advised the owners to have the horse a week on trial 
before purchase. At the end of this time the joint 
began to swell and lameness supervened. 


POINTS IN EVERYDAY PRACTICE NOT 
DESCRIBED IN TEXT BOOKS. 
By H. C. JaGGer, M.R.C.Vv.s. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—I am anxious at the 
outset of these short notes to dissipate any idea that 
may be in your minds that I am going to attempt a 
scientific paper, or a thesis on some intricate subject. I 
have noticed, or think I have, that members of these 
associations derive more pleasure and, I honestly believe, 
more real benefit from discussing their various experi- 
ences with one another, than from sitting through a long 
essay on one or other of the various affections from 
which our patients are wont to suffer, Perhaps it is a 
natural fondness to hear oneself talk, and if such be the 
case I will give all a chance by refraining from craving 
your attention beyond a minimum of time. These notes 


also show a selfish motive in the fact that they are made 
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up for the most part of personal experiences of very 
common cases which have not always turned out very 
successfully under my own treatment, and I hope b 

bringing them before your notice to thus obtain consul- 
tations at the price of my ticket for the journey hither. 

The subject I have selected is that of the injuries 
caused in hunters by thorns and stubbs. The usual 
thing that happens in these cases is that the professional 
man is not ae in until some days have elapsed, and 
fomenting and poulticing have been duly carried out b 
the studgroom. The condition then presents itself muc 
in this manner: A very tender, hot, and swollen limb 
or part, perhaps excessive lameness, hardly any weight 
being placed on the limb at all, or the animal perfectly 
sound and only tender on manipulation of the affected 
part ; on closer examination a tiny hole may be discovered 
with just a weeping of thin watery fluid, and in many 
cases it is necessary to cut off the hair with dressing 
scissors to discover this, so small is the opening, and on 
ones nothing can be discovered of the foreign body. 

his is the ordinary case we are asked to treat, and the 
owner is, of course, most anxious for the horse to take 
his turn as early as can be. 

Now I would ask any of you who have done wonders 
in these very simple cases to give us your views as to the 
very best advice to give; she Tent course to pursue. The 
courses open seem to be (1) to continue the treatment 
the groom has already been carrying out and “ Wait and 
see” : (2) to allow the wound to close and, if sound, allow 
the animal to proceed with its work : or (3) to cast if 
necessary and search for and extract the offending thorn 
or even bark. 

I have done all these things, and thay all have their 
merits. Many cases seem shortly to recover and nothing 
untoward to happen subsequently, although nothing 
has been done further than ordinary antiseptic treatment 
of a punctured wound. The point we ought to consider 
in this class of case is whether the thorn or stubb is re- 
tained, or has found its way out through the hole itself 
made in goingin. My opinion is that there are cases 
where the foreign body remains in and gives no further 
trouble, becoming encysted, or perhaps even absorbed. I 
will give very shortly one or two cases of my own to 
illustrate my experience in this matter. 

A hunter mare had a tender swelling on the biceps 
muscle, and the only treatment applied was warm anti- 
septic eee for a week, when as the swelling 
seemed tardy in disappearing, and I was in the stable on 
other business, I was asked to look at it. I founda 
more or less hard swelling, and on parting the hair dis- 
covered the usual tiny scar left by the passage of the 
thorn, but no thorn could actually be felt at that time. 
I advised nothing further in the way of treatment as the 
animal was perfectly sound, and she did her hunting 
quite satisfactorily for the rest of the season. At the 
end of the following summer I felt the thorn very dis- 
tinctly under the skin, the whole of the swelling having 
long ago subsided. The thorn was lying quite loosely 
and could easily have been removed, but the owner 
wished me to leave it as it was doing no harm. I felt 
this again a short time ago and things were exactly in 
the same condition then. 

The second case I would like to mention commenced 
in much the same way. It was a very well bred hunter 

Iding, and the thorn passed in slightly above and 

hind the fetlock. It had been treated in the usual 
way for a week before I saw it, and as the horse was 
‘quite sound he was kept at work ; the wound healed 
and swelling went down, and the owner was pleased at 
having finished the season on the horse. After being at 
walking exercise for a time, lameness showed itself on 
the same leg, and I was called in. I could feel the 
tiniest enlargement, ¢.e. the size of a split pea, in the old 
spot, and gave my — that the old thorn was the 
cause of lameness, although I was not quite so certain as 


I could have wished to be that my diagnosis was cor- 
rect. We decided that we would call in a second 
opinion, as the horse was very valuable and there was 
so little evidence as to the cause of the lameness. I 
asked Prof. Hobday to come and consult with me, with 
the idea that if any good could be done by operation 
he might Comes as well as consult. I feel sure he 
would not object to my saying that he was disinclined, 
on examining the patient, to agree with me as to the 
cause of the Bre ¥ on although on the history of the 
case he pe the possibility of my diagnosis being 
correct. e eventually decided to operate at once as 
the animal was prepared in the event of this being done. 
He was cast and chloroformed and Prof. Hobday cut 
down on the spot, and a small piece of bark was dis- 
covered which we thought might be sufficient cause of 
irritation to establish the condition. We, however, 
decided that no harm could accrue from carrying the 
incision a little deeper, and on so doing out jumped a 
black thorn {ths of an inch in length, a photo of which 
I have here for your inspection. The wound was 
stitched and, the operation having been aseptically and 
ver skilfully performed by Mr. Hobday, the wound 
healed by primary adhesion, and the horse came sound 
at once and has been so ever since. 

This foreign body was in situ for exactly 20 weeks, 
and I should be glad to hear any opinions as to what 
would have eventually happened had we let matters 
take their course and not operated. My own idea is 
that suppuration would have taken place and pus event- 
ually worked itself to the surface ; but why did this not 
occur during so long a period and with movement 
regularly going on? and why did lameness alone occur 
without swelling or heat ? 

These two cases may be taken to illustrate the results 
seen in some of these injuries, where the treatment 
applied consists, at the outset at least, of pursuing a 
course of masterly inactivity. The next case will illus- 
trate complications which may occur, and may serve 
ve} se out the line of treatment which ought to be 
adop 

A hunter gelding returned to stable with a stubb the 
thickness of a penholder broken off and fixed in the 
coronet of the near hind leg. It was discovered by the 
groom, removed, and the usual treatment applied for 
ten days and physic administered. The wound healed 
and the horse was exercised, when the part began to 
swell again, shortly to discharge from the same opening. 
I was not asked to see him. There was great pain in 
this case, and the animal was becoming very tucked up 
and spent the greater part of his time in the recumbent 
position. As he was some distance away I had him 
conveyed to my own yard in a float, and the following 
morning I cast him, injected cocaine, and placed a 
tourniquet on the limb. I opened the original wound 
for about an inch, and after much searching succeeded 
in finding and extracting a sharp thorn which must have 
been on the end of the stub. The wound was thoroughly 
syringed and dressed and allowed to heal, which it did 
in very few days. Unfortunately a subacute laminitis 
appeared in the other foot, and very considerable 
atrophy of the muscles of the quarter on the side where 
the thorn injury occurred, making in al] a sorry goer of 
the horse when he was turned out to grass some two 
months ago. The original injury has progressed very 
well but the dropped sole of the other foot causes lame- 
ness, which, however, is improved by shoeing. Although 
in one of the best fields in a good country there is 
scarcely any improvement in condition, and the muscu- 
lar action of the quarters is but very slowly improving. 
This horse appears to require a rest till Christmas at 
any rate, even if ever he is of use again as a hunter. 
This case appears to indicate the necessity of earl 
operation should there be any recurrence of trouble 
after the wound has once healed with ordinary treat- 
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ment. Perhaps the safest course is to cast and open to 
the bottom every puncture of this particular description. 
Yet, again, there are positions where most careful sur- 
geons must hesitate, and where joints and bursv partici- 
pate in the injury and important structures must be 
regarded. On these points, gentlemen, I should like to 
hear your opinions. 

The last case I should like to bring to your notice 
is one which I have now under my care in my own yard 
and which, Iam sorry to say, seems likely to remain 
there. It had the usual commencement, and had been 
going on for a fortnight when I was called in, which 
was on the 7th of last April. The patient was a weight 
carrying hunter, with an enormously swollen off-hind 
fetlock. There was very little lameness and, indeed, he 
had been hunted more than once since the first symp- 
toms had been noticed. There was evidence of thorn 
injury on the outside of the joint, and the wound, a 
mere prick, was quite healed. As he was finished with, 
I applied a mild biniodide blister in the hope of either 
eventually reducing the swelling or of bringing matters 
toa definite head, the enlargement at the time being 
all round the joint. This treatment appeared to have 
no effect in either way, and after thc scurf had come off 
things were exactly in the same condition as before the 
blister was applied. At the beginning of May we 
turned the horse out, and for a week or ten days the 
swelling subsided some little and then remained much 
the same size for a month, when lameness suddenly 
began to increase and three points suppurated, two 
outside and one inside of the joint. I now cast the 
horse and opened as far as possible each abscess, and 
searched diligently for a foreign body without success. 
For the last few weeks the leg has been immersed in 
warm antiseptic solution for half-hour twice a day. The 
wounds are nearly healed, and the limb is gradually 
going down, but the healing process seems extremely 
slow compared with the rapidity with which the 
me ger wound heals over an imprisoned thorn when 
reshly gathered. 

On how much longer this case will drag on, or what 
will eventually happen, I should prefer not to hazard an 
opinion. Condition has been very bad in field and 
stable, although all kinds of feeding have been resorted 
to. This leg has appeared like a poisoned one, and I 
think it possible the foreign body is still embedded 
somewhere, possibly in the bone or ligaments of the 
joints. 

Here, again, would operation at the outset have been 
the correct course to pursue if one could have seen the 
case immediately the first symptoms developed ? 

I am rather inclined to consider that the safest course 
would be to always enlarge the opening and explore as 
far deeply as one dare in the hope of finding and remov- 
ing the offending body, but the making of a large wound 
without apparent necessity does not usually recommend 
itself to the owner anxious to get on with his hunting, 
and it is difficult to insist on such a course when one 
must confess to oneself that there are great possibilities 
of quick recovery with the application of ordinary anti- 
septic measures. 

e see, then, that in some cases where ane og Ben 
taken place very quickly imprisoning a foreign y 
which remains aseptic, no further trouble may take 
place atany time. In other cases secondary trouble may 
establish itself after a very long time, and in still others 
very temporary relief only follows active treatment, and 
troubles and complications follow one another in quick 
succession as long as the foreign body remains embed- 
ded in the tissues. As we expect, of course, complete 
removal of the irritating body results in resolution and 
speedy recovery practically in all cases. 

As it was more with the object of learning than in- 
structing that I had the temerity to bring these incom- 
plete clinical notes before your notice, I have refrained 


from giving very strong opinions of my own, trusting that 
help in these, to my mind very difficult cases, will come 
from the discussion of them between those who are inter- 
ested and experienced in them. 

[Mr. Jagger was frequently applauded during the 
reading. } 

Discussion. 

The PRESIDENT said they had all listened with great 
attention to the very interesting paper Mr. J r had 
put before them ; and he hoped it would be fully dis- 
cussed, the subject being one of importance to country 
practitioners. 

Mr. Lepper said he felt very much indebted to 
Mr. Jagger for so very useful a paper, which was better 
yerhaps than an essay on one set subject. (Hear, hear). 

e knew the cases spoken of were very difficult ones, 
and that it was very hard to give an opinion respecting 
them without seeing each individual case. There were 
seasons when thorns were much more venomous than 
others, and perhaps the last season was rather celebrated 
for the harm and damage it caused to horses’ legs. 
Certainly one had a good many cases of punctured 
wounds and so on last winter. With regard to the 
swelling which often happened when a thorn entered a 
horse’s leg, he thought it was not the thorn itself which 
did so much harm as the blow which was often occas- 
ioned in getting the thorn in, the thorn being attached to 
a strong piece of wood, so that the swelling was often 
caused by a violent blow as much as by the insertion of 
the thorn. In cases where there was a good deal of 
swelling and tenderness one would think the thorn was 
still embedded ; but if the thing was not acute and 
there was not much pain he should doubt if it was worth 
removing. Again, they often found a puncture where 
there was no thorn embedded, some sharp projection on 
a fence having caused it. There were many cases such 
as Mr. Jagger had mentioned where they got a great 
deal of deposited matter round the joints, and they fre- 
quently assumed the form of sub-acute arthritis. They 
got a bony deposit thrown out, slight swelling, great 
tenderness and pain, and then they got discharge. They 
were tedious cases, and frequently terminated very un- 
satisfactorily. In the case Mr. r spoke of where 
the horse was turned out to grass, if they got any horse 
lame behind, even for a short time, it was astonishing 
how soon the animal wasted. 

Mr. JacGER : But the horse is wasting altogether ! 

Mr. Leprer : Possibly a big box, where he could exer- 
cise himself, would be better than turning him out ; 
but it is very difficult without seeing the case to make 

Mr. VaRNEy, from experiences, thoroughly agreed 
that embedded thorns gave a great deal of a le. 

Mr. East, having expressed his thanks to Mr. Jagger, 
said that, speaking of cares and foreign bodies in horses 
legs, he did not think it good practice, where it was in 
connection with a joint, to do much probing, or even 
cutting down, unless it was really necessary, as they 
were so likely to get arthritis follow, and so possibly do 
a great deal of harm. He had had marked benefits 
from a good poultice; but if not, he would sooner rely on 
the repeated use of blisters than cut down near a joint. 
He had a remarkable case recently of a horse that 
rolled in a rickyard. When he got up lameness was 
noticed, and there was an opening on one of the fore 
limbs in close proximity toa joint. On a second exami- 
nation he found the point of a piece of wood. He en- 
enlarged the opening considerably, and took out the top 
of a rick-peg about three inches long that had driven 
in down the side of the limb. With antiseptic treatment 
the animal did very well indeed. 

Mr. Burrers said that for a long time he had not had 
much experience of thorns in horses’ legs. He recollected 
one occasion, when their President and he \were going to 
a horse-dealer’s place near Willesden, seeing a horse 
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which was going a bit lame. There was no swelling or 
anything particular; but he felt a little soreness on 
passin, hes hand down the leg, and closer examination 
showed a thorn there near the corona. He merely men- 
tioned that to show that sometimes thorns might be 
present and even a careful veterinary examination as 
to soundness might overlook their presence. They could 
not always find the small hole made by a thorn. 

Mr. MALE said he would first like, as Secretary of 
that Association, to thank Mr. Jagger personally. He 
kindly came forward “ at the first time of asking,” and 
consented to read a paper, which was an saad thing 
in his (Mr. Male’s) short experience as a Secretary. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Jagger that a great many lame- 
nesses were due to punctures by thorns or some other 
foreign body. He thought that treatment—on which 
Mr. Jagger especially wished discussion—must depend 
in every case upon the position of the puncture. In 
some cases, of course, they could be easily operated 
on. In others, for example, if there was a puncture by 
a small thorn near a tendon, the movement going on 
would probably shift the thorn right along, and there it 

paket would not be wise to eperate more than to en- 

rge the puncture : it was like “ looking for a needle in 
a haystack ” to try to find a small thorn down a tendon 
sheath. In those cases the only thing he had found of 
much benefit was to open the wound and apply some 
sort of poultice. He had found one of the thermofuge 
dressings acted as an antiseptic and had tremendous 
“drawing” power, so that in one or two cases he had 
found the am on the bandage when he had taken it 
off. Some years ago he had a very interesting case of a 
hunter which had a large sinus at the base of the neck 
which had been going on for six months. He probed it 
very carefully, but the probe got on the cervical verte- 
bre. He thought that one of the processes of the cervi- 
cal vertebr had got fractured, and that that caused the 
trouble. Ultimately the neck was operated on about 
ten inches from the site of the wound, and he teok out 
a piece of wood about three inches long which had been 
there for six months. He thought that some cases of 
pus formation after what were supposed to be punctured 
wounds were really due to fractures, He had had one 
or two cases which on post-mortem examination had 
turned out to be small fractures where the bone had be- 
come necrotic and after a time set up suppuration. 

Mr. ViLuar said he was rather struck by what Mr. 
East had said as to relying on blisters and such treat- 
ment in preference to making incisions and trying to 
remove the foreign body in that pss He (the saan, Bee 
understood Mr. t to say that only as a last resource 
would he perform a surgical operation. That such sur- 
gical operations were attended at times with very great 
success was shown conclusively by a case related by 
Mr. Jagger, where a thorn 7/8ths of an inch long was 
removed, and in consequence the lameness entirely dis- 
appeared. As far as he could make out from the photo- 
graph, that thorn nepened to be in close proximity to 
the plantar nerve: Was that so? [Mr. Jagger: Yes.] 
Then that was probably why it set up such great lame- 
ness ; and if some surgical operation had not been per- 
formed the horse might have been permanently lame. 
An experience of his once was with a blood horse which 
had some time previously had a puncture just below 
the fetlock joint at the front of the limb, and had been 
running for some time. The horse had been previously 
treated. He tried to induce the owner to let him cut 
down a little: but he thought it was too close to the 
joint and he was afraid. The horse went on for a long 
while and got no better ; and as the owner seemed to get 

retty sick he (Mr. Villar) bid him £25 for the horse. 

e threw him down the next day and made a small in- 
cision. He did not get a thorn out, but he got what 
was bark of a blackthorn. The wound 
was washed with antiseptic lotion and the horse turned 


out at once with a cotton-wool bandage ; the wound 
healed, and the horse never went lame in that limb 
again. In relation to travelling thorns he was quite at 
one with the Secretary, thinking that some very severe 
and unaccountable cases of lamenesses resulted from 
that cause. A bay mare, a wonderfully clean ad 
and very clever, had been hunting one day and had a 
goodish run, and appeared perfectly sound until on the 
way home the groom went to have some refreshment. 
Then, almost immediately after he began to move her, 
she went so frightfully non and suffered such great 
pain that he had to lead her home slowly. He (Mr. Villar) 
could see no wound where any thorn had gone in, but 
the fetlock joint swelled considerably in a few days, and 
also the coronet, the animal all the while we | in 
terrific pain. A second opinion was called in, and he 
thought there must be some fracture. The mare was 
put in slings and, acting on the suggestion of that 
gentleman, an adhesive bandage was wound round the 
joint. At his (Mr. Villar’s) suggestion the owner at last 

ad the animal destroyed. The limb was sent to him 
and he made a careful post-mortem examination and 
found the articular surface of the fetlock joint ulcerated 
surrounding a thorn. There was a black mark through 
the ligament indicating the exact spot by which the 
thorn had entered the fetlock. No doubt the extensive 
and very acute arthritis which was set up was the cause 
of the excessive pain, and also, indirectly, of the mare 
being destroyed. There was no mark in the skin of the 
thorn having entered. The skin was removed from the 
knee down to the foot, and a very striking thing was 
that in the subcutaneous tissue there were between 90 
and 100 thorns—he thought 97. By the way, the mare 
in question had a cataract ; and he had often thought 
that a horse with a cataract was sometimes a better 
jumper than one with clear vision. He once had a mare 
brought to him in the hunting field with a thorn in the 
cornea. He extracted it, and ultimately the eye became 
quite clear. He quite endorsed what Mr. Lepper had 
said as to excessive lameness arising from a violent 
blow ; and yet on the other hand on knew how a 
horse would “ bang” a top bar of a gate or rush through 
timber and never seem to to feel it—at the time or 
afterwards. 

The PREsIDENT said that before the discussion closed 
he would like to add his thanks to Mr. Jagger for bring- 
ing that very interesting subject before their notice. 
(Hear, hear). He was sure it was what were perhaps 
sometimes looked upon as simple cases that caused them 
most anxiety and gave them food for a great deal of dis- 
cussion. He was inclined to say with regard to those 
cases “operate at once, with an if—if you know the 
thorn is there.” The main difficulty was to be able to 
say definitely whether there was or was not a thorn in 
the wound ; and he thought clients would call them 
foolhardy if they made a two or three inch incision and 
kept groping about, and then eventually had to say 
that there was nothing there. It seemed the main point 
to be able to tell straight away whether there was a 
thorn or a piece of bark causing the trouble in the leg. 
He remembered a case that came under his notice in the 
Cavalry Barracks at Windsor. An animal had got 
“hung up” in the stable, and was found in the morning 
with a wound in the thick muscles of the quarter, pos- 
teriorly, just above the stifle. He put it down and 
operated, and was more than astonished. He made an 
incision about 3in. long and took out a triangular piece 
of woodwork, which he had at home now, which was 
embedded in the deep muscles of the quarter at the 
back ; and really so little was the lameness that the 
horse was led out for exercise every day. Another case 
he had last season was one of the Berks and Bucks 
Hunt horses. They thought the animal had run a thorn 
into the coronet, and had been at it poulticing and 
fomenting for about a fortnight, and had then got a 
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little discharge from the top of the coronet. A small 
probe did not get very far, but his hand wandered round 
the hoof and he thought he found a little roughness. 
Looking carefully he saw a little point a different colour 
to the hoof, and he then extracted, base foremost, a 
thorn that must have been driven right through the 
front of the hoof, and touching the sensitive lamina. It 
was part of a black thorn, and about $in. in length. 
After that the foot soon became perfectly sound. 

Mr. Lepper said he had had success by applying to 
joints, where there was an effusion of a semi-osseous 
material by spreading on a preparation of oleate of 
mercury—not rubbing it in. He hada case in which 
after a time the muscles of the arm filled, and for a time 
he thought there must be pus. Without casting the 
horse he cut down, and his scalpel came upon a very 
hard substance—and there was a piece of wood between 
the ulna and the radius, and it was an — hard job 
to get it out. It had been there certainly twelve 
months, and yet there was nothing outside to show its 
presence. 

Mr. JAGGER, in his reply, said the paper had entirely 
fulfilled his object. He thought it better to bring for- 
ward something that everyone would know something 
about than a strange case which, badly described, would 
Be poms the whole meeting. He was much obliged to 
all present for joining so kindly in the discussion. He 
quite agreed with Mr. Lepper that in many cases a blow 
was of more importance than a puncture, but those 
were not the cases he had been trying to describe. It 
was very difficult to impress on a client that an opera- 
tion was necessary. It was to get their opinions as to 
the value or otherwise of immediate operation where a 
thorn was my imbedded that he brought the ques- 
tion forward. Often, after blistering very marked re- 
sults were got, but he thought blistering was in many 
cases started out of ignorance of what they were doing. 
If he were allowed, he would operate immediately on 
every thorn-hole he found, but that would make him 

_ very Sane. even if he got permission to do so. As 
to the thorn in a horse’s eye, instanced by Mr. Villar, he 
(Mr. Jagger) a few months ago found a place where a 
thorn had gone straight through, and at the end of the 
track of the thorn a white patch as big as a pin’s head. 
The mare in that case had gone on without any develop- 
ment of pus, and remained identically in the same con- 
-dition at the present time. 

At the close of the meeting those attending took 
afternoon tea and other refreshments with Mr. Henry 
G. Lepper, who was heartily thanked for his hospitality 
on the proposition of the President. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held in the papones Hotel, Darlington, 

on Friday, April Ist. Mr. Percival Snaith, Bishop 

Auckland, President, in the chair. There were also 
resent Messrs. W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle ; 
. H. Pratt, Northallerton ; C. G. Hill, W. N. Dobbing, 

J. H. Taylor, and F. H. Jenkins, Darlington; A. 

— ishop Auckland ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on- 
ees 


On the occasion of the previous meeting on Dec. 17, 
when Mr. Hill read some notes on “ Infective Granu- 
loma in the Dog,” the Secretary was not present, and 
Mr. Dobbing having mislaid the notes taken at the time 
no minutes were forthcoming. 

A circular having been read re the Con of the 
Royal Institute of Public Health to be held at Birken- 
head in July next, Mr. Taylor proposed that their Presi- 
dent, Mr. Snaith, be asked to represent the Association 
as delegate, and that his out of pocket expenses be paid. 


This was seconded by Mr. Hill, and carried unanimously 

Mr. SNaAITH stated that he had been in communication 
with Prof. Hobday, who had promised to give a practical 
demonstration on roaring at a meeting in June, pro- 
vided that some suitable subjects could be found whose 
owners would pay a reasonable fee for the operation, 
and provided it proved successful a further sum subse- 
quently. 

The SECRETARY proposed that a letter be written to 
Prof. Hobday naling him for his promise, and that 
the members would do their best to secure some subjects 
for operation. This was seconded by Mr. Dobbing, and 
carried. 

New MEMBERS—RESIGNATION. 


Mr. J. E. Nasu, J.p., M.R.c.v.s., of Richmond, was 
elected a member of the Association, on the proposition 
of Mr. Hill and seconded by Mr. Snaith. 

Mr. F. H. Jenkins, M.R.c.v.s., of Darlington, was 
nominated asa member by Mr. Hill and Mr. Dobbin 
seconded. 

Mr. A. M. Munro’s resignation was accepted with 
regret on the proposition of Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. 
Dobbing. Being now resident in Hull the distance pre- 
cludes him from attending the meetings of the Associa- 
tion. 

A letter having been read from the Royal Counties 
V.M.A. re the suggested appointment of a veterinar 
officer to the Board. Mr. Snaith 
proposed, and Mr. Taylor seconded, that a letter be sent 
expressing approval of the step, and that each member 
might make representations to the M.P. in their division 
asking him to support such action. Carried. 


SPECIMENS, ETC. 


Mr. Dossine produced a calculus which was taken 
from a horse which originally belonged to a corn factor 
who sold him to an iron works. The horse was first 
observed to go off his food, and then began to lose flesh 
rapidly. Subsequently he began to blow, and died quite 
suddenly, but had never showed any symptoms of colic. 

Mr. HILL was called to see a dead bene. On post 
mortem he found that the bladder was ruptured, and it 
weighed 21 Ibs and was full of sabulous matter. The 
owner never was aware that the animal was ill. 

Mr. TayLor produced a lamb’s head, which was de- 
formed, both eyes being practically joined together. The 
animal only lived half-an-hour after birth. 

Mr. Hit was called to a case of supposed sore throat 
and found the animal was suffering from tetanus. From 
his first examination he thought it might recover, but it 


-| ultimately died. It was consequent on a sore back from 
a lady’s saddle. 


Mr. BLACKBURN mentioned having seen some Scotch 
terrier puppies, three of which were suffering from 
chorea. e owner had requested him to use medicine 
from some formula of his own, ,but Mr. Blackburn de- 
clined to treat them unless he hadafree hand. He used 
bromide of potassium. He was also recently called to 
a case of milk fever in the early morning. He found 
the cow on the floor and the uterus out; he put it back 
again. and at 10 a.m. the next day she was up and chew- 


’. | ing her cud. 


Mr. Pratr produced a portion of a cow’s tail, which 
he had removed, with a growth on it. The growth was 
hard and horny in character, and had commenced to 
— when the animal was a calf; it was now four years 
old. 
Mr. TAYLOR saw, at 8 pm, a cart mare, eight years 
old, belonging to a coal leader. He found her in con- 


tinual pain, so he administered morphia. She died, and 
a post mortem was made the next day which revealed 
a strangulated hernia, and there were six feet of small 
intestine in the thoracic cavity. He also had met with 
a similar case in a cow to the one related by Mr. Black- 
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burn of everted uterus when down in milk fever. She 
also got up again the next day and did well. He also 
knew a friend of his who administered serum in cases of 
tetanus for eight days with very good results. 

Mr. Pratt was called to a mare which had been put 
into a horse rake in the harvest field. She got down, 
and subsequently began to swell in the flank and udder. 
It was not hard, but a rupture was suspected. Foment- 
ations were ordered, and as a result it became painless, 
the udder gave milk. The swelling ultimately burst, 
but nothing came from the opening but clotted blood, 
which pointed to the rupture of a blond vessel at the 
hase of the udder as a result of injury. 

Mr. Snarru asked if parturient flesh was to be con- 
sidered marketable? His own opinion was in the nega- 
tive. He also did not believe much in the serum treat- 
ment for tetanus. 

Referring to a previous cases of sabulous matter in 
the bladder. He had his attention called to a heavy 
harness mare with progressive paralysis. He put her in 
slings, but she made no progress. Post mortem revealed 
the state of her bladder. With regard to chorea in pup- 
pies, if hereditary he did not believe treatment to be of 
much use. 

The SEcRETARY mentioned a mare that he had at- 
tended which had suffered froma chill and was supposed 
to have recovered. When taken to light work she could 
not perform any, not even for a few hours. She ate 
hardly anything. When examined the heart’s action 
was from 56 to 60 per minute, and its character was not 
at all satisfactory. Her temperature was also above 
normal, and she seemed listless and dull. She was 
treated, and two or three weeks afterwards, when exer- 
cise was resumed, she developed dropsical swellings in 
front of the breast and between the forelegs. With 
suitable treatment she made a slow but satisfactory 
recovery. 

He also mentioned having seen a case of puerperal 
eclampsia ina sow. He was called to this animal at 
8.30 p.m., and found that she had passed two dead pigs. 
Afterwards she trembled violently, and was noticed to 
be chewing the railing with her teeth and champing 
with her mouth, and her head seemed to be affected. 
She passed fourteen pigs altogether, but took little 
notice of them until after the second day, when she was 
= to mother them properly, and brought five of 
them up. 

Mr. a asked if it was considered advisable to 
test a cow with a temperature of 103°F. with tuberculin? 
The general opinion was expressed in the negative. 

The members subsequently had tea together in the 


Hotel. 
W. Awne, //on. Nee. 


A meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel, Darling- 
ton, on June 17, Mr. P. Snaith, of Bishop Auckland, 
President, in the chair. There were also present Messrs. 
A. C. Forbes, Bishop Auckland; J. H. Taylor, C. G. 
Hill, W. N. Dobbing, F. H. Jenkins, and Dr. Hern, 
Darlington ; G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; E. R. Gibson, 
Seaham Harbour; John Wilson, Yarm; W. H. Black- 
burn, Barnard Castle ; H. Peele, Durham ; E. H. Pratt, 
Northallerton ; 8. E. Morton, Middlesborough ; J. M. 
—s West Hartlepool ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on- 

ees. 

‘The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Mr. F. H. JENKINS, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington, was elected 
a member of the Association, on proposition of Mr. Wil- 
son, seconded by Mr. Hill. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—Mr. G. R. DupcEon, proposed by Mr. 
Taylor, seconded by Mr. Forbes, and carried, 


Vice-Presidents.—Mr. P. SnartH, proposed by Mr. 
Forbes, seconded by Mr. Hill; Mr. J. H. Tayor, 
proposed by Mr. Hill, seconded by Mr. Pratt. 

Hon. Sec. and Treas.—Mr. W. was re-elec 
on proposition of Mr. Snaith, seconded by Mr. 
Dudgeon. 

Auditors.—Messrs. W. N. Dopprne and J. H. TayLor 
were re-elected, proposed by Hon. See., seconded by 
Mr. Snaith. 

SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Pratt produced the bones of a horse’s foreleg 
which fell lame at the beginning of the hunting scason. 
When exercised the lameness. increased. He had a 
second opinion and was recommended to point-fire the 
leg in front of the check ligament. A thorn was re- 
moved from the front of the leg lower down, and there 
was a small keratoma in the foot. The horse never 
pointed his foot at all and he did not think that had 
anything to do with the lameness. 

Mr. Snaitu told the members that he had made a 
post-mortem on the horse referred to previously, and 
found him affected with with tuberculosis all about. his 
kidneys and loins. 

Mr. DupDGEON would have had no hesitation in testing 
the case with tuberculin. 

Mr. Wison had a similar case, but thinking that it 
was a case of Strongylus tetracanthus did not apply the 
test, and he was was very grapey on post-mortem. 

An adjournment was then made to Messrs. Dobbing 
and Tayior’s yard, where Prof. Hobday operated on two 
roarers. 

On returning Mr. Forbes took the chair, in place of 
Mr. Snaith who had to leave early. 


A PRELIMINARY NOTE UPON MORE THAN 100 ROARERS 
TREATED BY SURGICALLY STRIPPING THE VENTRICLE 
OF THE LARYNX. 


By Frepk. Hoppay, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E. 


Mr. President and gentlemen,—I must ask your par- 
don if you think my notes a little “scrappy” for I have 
not had time to prepare a long paper, neither do I at 
the present time think it necessary. You have already 
had in our veterinary periodicals several well composed 
essays from competent writers, the anatomical particu- 
lars have been freshened up in your minds, and it seems 
to me that the only thing necessary to complete the book 
is a synopsis of results. 

For this even, I shall tell you—and I speak with 
an experience of considerably over 100 cases operated 
upon in collaboration with Mr. Coleman, of Epsom, 
my partner, Mr. Sutton, and many other veterinary 
surgeons—that until the next hunting season com- 
mences, [ must use the well worn Asquith Jhrase and 
say that we must “ wait and see.” For this reason I 
have termed the heading of my notes a preliminary 
report, and confined my main energies to the practical 
demonstrations. 

The operation was only resuscitated in England in 
September last, the first report being given in 7'he 
Veterinary Journal for January, and although two out 
of the four horses operated upon in that month are re- 
stored to usefulness to the complete satisfaction of the 
respective owners, and I am in my own mind convinced 
that theoretically there is no reason why they should 
relapse, I am going lo be quite sure upon the point 
before giving my report upon the permanent results to 
the profession. 

Up to the present I have promised nothing. I have 
been inundated within requests to operate, and have 
taken full advantage of the opportunities. A full re- 
port I must, of necessity, withhold till more time has 
elapsed, but a preliminary report, based upon practical 
experience, I will give you freely and in full detail ; 
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answering in so far as I can, any questions you may put, 
and telling you without reserve what I have found by 
practical experience to be the pit-falls to avoid and the 
measures to adopt. We have quite enough to make a 
paper on this alone, and the interest which has been 
displayed both by our own profession and the owners of 
hunters and racehorses, has made it quite clear that any 
operation which will cure or even ameliorate the disease 
known as “roaring,” has a prospect in front of it such 
as will _— it in the foremost rank of all veterinary 
surgical procedures, and will confer a much-needed boon 
upon the horse world generally. 


THE Various SurGICAL PRocEDURES. 


Perhaps it would be as well to briefly refer to some of 
the other operations which have been extensively tried 
for the relief of roaring, and to discuss their advantages 
and disadvantages. I refer to arytenoidectomy, removal 
of the vocal cord only, fixation by ligature, nerve 
anastomosis, and tracheotomy. 

Arytenoidectomy was, as many of you will recollect, 
highly spoken of by the late Dr. Fleming, but the results 
were so temporary and so disastrous in many instances 
from the presence of exuberant granulation tissue after- 
wards, that the operation speedily fell into disrepute in 
England. That it is still done occasionally on the Con- 
tinent I have recently had plenty of evidence, but I 
know that its results are very, very speculative, the 
odds being too heavy for any surgeon to definitely 
promise acure. The risks of excessive granulations and 
of collapse of the larynx make it too uncertain an 
oo to over-persuade an owner who is “sitting on 
the fence.” 

Extirpation of the vocal cord is open to the same ob- 
jection as arytenoidectomy in regard to the formation of 
granulation tissue. 

Treatment by ligature from the outside, withont open- 
ing the larynx or trachea, is described in Fleming’s 
little er stated to be unsatisfactory. 

Arytenorrhaphy alone has been extensively tried in 
America, but has, I understand, been discarded in 
favour of the more simple stripping of the ventricle, or 
only used in conjunction with this. 

erve anastomosis has had its supporters, and Major 
Newsom, of the Army Veterinary Corps, has done a 
series of cases, but the reports are not enthusiastic, and 
several of the patients which I have seen afterwards 
have not been improved sufficiently to make them work- 
able. Three of them are of especial interest to me just 
now because I have since done the ventricle-stripping 
operation on them, and whether they will succeed or not 
remains to be seen. 

The sequele of tracheotomy, both immediate and re- 
mote, are so well known to all of you that I need scarcely 
do more than refer to them. Suffice it to say that for 
the racehorse the chief advantage is that he may be 
raced the next day, but the disadvantages for any horse- 
owner of his animal continually being forced to wear a 
tube, the necessity of keeping it clean, the risk of the 
horse accidentally removing it or of getting into deep 
water, of being unable to be turned out to grass, the 
noise, and many other little things, are all so well under- 
stood that the prospect of an operation which, if success- 
ful and permanent in its results, will restore a useless 
beast to usefulness and have all the advantages without 
any of the disadvantages, has been universally wel- 
comed. If the results do prove as satisfactory as is 
promised I,do not think we need squabble among our- 
selves as to who originated the idea, for if Professor 
Giinther did this operation in 1845 and it was not suc- 
cessful, and was dropped in consequence, there must be 
some modification of technique “s detail introduced by 
Dr. Williams which makes him assert in 1910 that he 
now gets at least 60, and probably 80 per cent. of enres 


or of ameliorations sufficient to make the patients useful 
and workable. 

Surgery is now performed in a very different fashion 
to what it was in 1845, antiseptics were not universally 
resorted to then, and as a proof of the difference in this 
respect alone, I tell you to-day that I have done exactly 
111 horses for this operation alone, some on both sides 
and some of them really severe cases, without a single 
fatality. 

Besides which, I too have found by experience little 
points which I consider to be improvements. For 
example, in the original laryngeal incision Dr. Williams 
taught me to saw through the thyroid cartilage, and Dr. 
Fleming in his little book advises cutting the cricoid, 
and even, if thought advisable, one or two tracheal 
rings. Both are absolutely unnecessary, for the ventri- 
cle of the larynx could be readily denuded of its mucous 
membrane without severing either, through the crico- 
thyroid membrane only. This, at all events, does away 
with any risk of granulation or stenosis which might be 
caused by injuring either of these cartilages. 

I think, too, that I see other stepping stones to success 
which I shall adopt if the proportion of good results 
with the operation alone is not sufficiently high. 


Tue VENTRICLE STRIPPING OPERATION. 


As regards the operation itself you have seen it to- 
day ; its very simplicity is its danger. I feel sure that 
one of its greatest chances of success lies in the conser- 
vative surgery of the cartilage tissue. To strip off the 
mucous membrane alone and not to wound or dam 
the cartilage surrounding it is the object aimed at, the 
idea being to obliterate the sac in sucha manner that no 
air rushes into it to blow out the vocal cord durin 
inspiration, and secondly to oe back the paralysed an 
obstructing vocal cord out of the air passage by making 
it firmly adherent to the side of the larynx and thus 
occupy as little space as possible. It is easy to under- 
weiss from the specimens here that when the vocal cord 
is completely paralysed it acts like a vibrating piece of 
elastic in a strong, gusty wind, and when a horse is 
breathing violently, as under t exertion, it cannot 
keep time, and so gets altogether out of rythm. Even 
whenonly partially paralysed it soon becomes sufficiently 
tired with the efforts it makes, and this would account 
for the fact that some horses whistle or roar only after 
going some distance. 

Cartilage must not be damaged or granulation is very 
apt to follow, and to avoid this the operator must pro- 
ceed throughout with the most delicate caution. 

Operative Technique. The instruments required are 
very simple, viz., two scalpels, one of special shape, a 
retractor, a couple of pairs of artery forceps, a pair of 
swabbing forceps, and a pair of long forceps to seize the 
mucous membrane before incision. A detailed descrip- 
tion of the operation itself is unnecessary here to-day, 
for you have seen it for yourselves. As you see, it is 
exceedingly simple, and the actual operation takes only 
about two, or at most three minutes. 

Chloroform is preferable as an anesthetic, both on 
humane grounds and also because of the convenience of 
restraint, but it is by no means essential, for we have 
done a number with local anesthesia only. There is 
very little if any hemorrhage, and it has surprised me to 
see how insensitive the interior of the larynx is in the 
actual region of the ventricle. 

Of the dangers to be dreaded, there are, I am told, the 
usual one of chloroform anesthesia, those of hemor- 
rhage, of wound infection, of pneumonia, and of 
asphyxia, possibly others, for no one would dream of 
saying that no danger existed with any operative 
procedure. 


Immediate Results. Of the immediate results an 


experience of over 100 consecutive cases has taught me 
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that the larynx, with ordinary antiseptic surgical care, 
can be opened with safety. The after treatment con- 
sists in keeping the wound as clean as possible several 
times a day with antiseptics. After the first few days 
it becomes very offensive smelling, but this passes off in 
about a week ; the wound heals in two or three weeks. 
We have iloped several horses after five weeks, and 
one we tried at the end of three weeks, but there is no 
noise. A period of two months at least should be 
allowed to ela before giving the animal violent 
exertion, that the scar tissue may thoroughly contract. 
Ultimate Results. As regards ultimate results, I pre- 
fer to express no decided opinion on my own experience 


to-day, for the —— reason that although we have done | 


over 100 cases, by far the majority have been done within 
the past two months and have not yet been galloped. 
Even of those we have tested, none have yet been done 
a year, and only two horses at present have been used 
for hunting since. These two are, according to the re- 
port of the owners, quite satisfactory. I have not been 
able personally to test many yet, as they have generally 
been sent into hospital from a long distance away. They 
have come from all parts of the country, and two have 
been sent to Mr. hea from Russia, and if we have 
had only the word of the owner to rely upon, probably 
he is the best critic, although I bave generally had the 
views of his local veterinary surgeon as well. We have 
undoubtedly got some cures, and many ameliorations 
which may improve still more as time goes on. At the 
end of the hunting season is the best time to do them, 


as they have a long rest before the next season com- | 


Do not forget that other causes may produce noisy 
breathing, and the larynx and trachea you see here is an 
instance of that, the trachea being deformed and col- 
lapsed, the rings overlapping one another in such a 
way that the lumen is partially occluded and the whole 
trachea almost collapsed, probably traceable to a con- 
genital malformation. In such a case, after seeing the 
trachea, one could hardly expect success from the ven- 
trical stripping operation, although there is no reason 
to surmise that the operation could make matters any 
worse. 

In conclusion, I think that one may at all events go 
so far as to promise an owner that even if the benefit 
produced as a sequel does not make an absolute cure of 
a bad roarer, it gives the horse a sporting chance, for a 
aes will certainly become converted from “ use- 
ess” into “useful” beasts, and moreover, the animal 
will be no worse for tracheotomy afterwards if such a 


| course was deemed necessary. I shall be pleased to 


freely answer any questions you may ask so far as lies 
in my power. 


Mr. Fores asked how it was that there was such a 
strong smell after four days. 

Mr. DupGEon thanked Prof. Hobday for coming so 
far and for his operations and also for his notes on the 


cases. 
Dr, HERN thanked the Professor for his operations 
and the way in which he did them. 
Mr. Hitt added his thanks, and wanted to know if 
the scar remaining was sufficient to be able to say that 


mences. Some of the horses operated upon had already | a horse had been through the operation when examined 
had tracheotomy performed upon them, and unless for soundness. 


stenosis of the trachea is already present, or excessive | 
granulation tissue projects into the lumen, | see no | 


reason why such horses should not be improved so that — 


the tube can be discarded. 


A vote of thanks was proposed to Prof. Hobday, to 
which he replied. 

The members subsequently — tea together in the 
Hotel. . Awvg, Hon, Sec. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. (including Scab. Swine Fever. 


Farcy) Affected 


Out- Ani- Out- 


| Ani- Out- Ani- | Animals Out-] Out- Slaugh. 
breaks mals. reaks| mals. breaks mals.| Attacked fbreaks| breaks. tered * 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Aug. 13 | 23 25 


11 | 13 1 2 («132 


1909 ... | 22 25 


Corresponding week in ; 1908 ... J 17 25 
1907... 


otal for 33 weeks, 1910 | 948 | 1146 2 


1909 ... | 870 | 1155 
Currespondin riod in ; 1908 ... | 726 977 3 
1907 ... | 719 950 


1} 2 | 163 

15| 52\Essex 2]... 32207 

22 \London 8 1 56 358 

15 | 238 724 | Monm'th 1 | 382] 953 8556 
Surrey 1 

361 | 1333 465 | 1197 | 10567 

112 | 528 1684 636 | 1429 | 7871 

601 1376 409 | 1726 | 8164 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 16, 1910. 


Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


IRELAND. Week ended Aug. 6 


1909 ... 2 2 
Corresponding Week in 
1 


+ 


Total for 32 weeks, 1910 


5 

1909... 5 

Corresponding period in {1908 5 
1907 1 


2 1 2 | 32 

1 3 4 

Ee 3 1 1 14 

| 8 1 2 45 344 69 | 1663 

5 63 305 78 | 1326 

8 ree ae 29 272 127 | 2711 

2 4 8 57 188 90 | 1477 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 10 1910 
Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Cats and Plague. 


The current number of the British Medical Journal 
contains an important article by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Andrew Buchanan, M.D., of the Indian Medical Service, 
on the importance of cat-keeping, in- India and other 
plague-stricken countries, as a valuable defence against 
the disease. It is now well established that the rat is 
the chief or only source of the infective material of 
plague; and that the communication of this material to 
man is chiefly effected through the agency of the par- 
ticular species of flea which lives upon the rat, and 
which, when driven from its natural host, is apt to 
transfer its attentions to mankind. The cat is so com- 
pletely the natural enemy of the rat that any great 
SNaalasies of both is irr possible ; and hence the encour- 
agement of the former is the most certain method of 
reducing the numbers of the latter. 

The case is not as in England, where the prevailing 
form of rat, Mus decumanus, is a tierce and formidable 
animal, and where the great majority of cats, especially 
of such as discreetly cultivate friendship with the coo 
of the house to which they belong, would be likely to 
adopt the principles laid down by Dogberry in dealing 
with such an adversary. The Indian black rat, Wus 
rattus, is a much more easy prey, and the Indian cat, 
even when so far domesticated as to be attached to a 
dwelling, is accustomed to forage for itself. Colonel 
Buchanan describes an experiment in which he turned 
eight Indian cats and 17 Indian rats into a small room, 
and in which all the rats were killed in a few minutes. 
one cat ending up with four dead rats in its mouth, 
while another had three and another two. He aye 
stress upon the importance of requiring cats to be 
kept in the servants’ quarter of an Indian home, and 
be the importance also of preventing the accumulation 
of rubbish, empty boxes, or other materials behind 


-which the rats would easily find shelter. In former 


publications on the subject he has given some striking 
exainples of success in dealing with plague, or in keeping 
it away from places in the middle of infected districts, 
by systematic cat-keeping ; and he quotes the late Pro- 
fessor Koch and Professor Kitasato as being in decided 
agreement with his views. He also attaches importance 
to the fact that the members of religions which object 
to the destruction of life, who therefore will not kill 
rats themselves, have no objection to keeping cats for 
the purpose. On all these grounds he considers that 
cat-keeping in India should be systematically encouraged 
by the Government as a protection against plague, and 
he expresses an opinion that the worship of cats amon 

the ancient Egyptians was probably a recognition o 

their utility for sanitary purposes. The suggestions 
made by Colonel Buchanan are simple and practical 
and manifestly deserve the attention of the authorities 
The Times. 


The Territorial Veterinary Corps. 
As the Army Order constituting the Veterinary Corps 


of the Territorial Forces was only issued about a month 
ago it was obviously impossible to get the Corps in 
working order for this year’s training. But I am told 
that one brigade, and one brigade only, had the advan- 
tage by | arrangement of a field veterinary hospital, 
which was hastily organised as an object lesson, and that 
the brigade commander has expressed his high apprecia- 
tion of its services and utility. Hitherto the veterinary 
arrangements of the Territorials have left much to be 
desired because of the absence of official regulations as 
to pay, promotion, rank, and so forth, in black and 
white. ’ But now that the Corps, four years after the 


starting of the Territorial Army, has been established 
there is good ground for believing that in future years 
this veterinary service of the Territorials will be as up- 
to-date, as efficient, and as well organised as that of the 
regulars, on which it is closely modelled.— Daily 
Despatch. 


New Veterinary School in Belgium. 


A new State Veterinary School was opened in Belgium 
on Sunday morning last by M. Helleputte, the newly 
appointed Minister of Agriculture and Public Works. 
Dr. Dupuis, director of the School, presided, supported 
by high functionaries and by the teaching staff. An 
address was delivered by Dr. Dupuis, and the foreign 
delegates of Germany, of the French Veterinary Schools, 
the French Minister of War, of Budapesth and Holland 
all joined in the eulogy of Belgian veterinary work, and 
expressed the sympathy of their respective bodies. 

he new school occupies an area of four hectares 
(about ten acres) and is situate in the commune of 
Anderlecht. The buildings vr about a fourth of the 
space, and they are furnished with a complete up-to-date 
scientific outfit.—Le Petit Bleu. 


Personal. 


Evenick—Wapbr.— At St. Clement Danes, Strand, 
W.C., on August 17th, by the Rev. W. Pennington- 
Bickford, M.A., Clement, second son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Elphick, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to Grace Judith, 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. Wade, Maldon, 
Essex, and niece of Mr. William Bower, M.R.c.v.s., East 
Rudham, Norfolk. 


Jack.—At Benderloch, The Chase, King’s Lynn, on 
29th July, the wife of Mr. D.S. Jack, M.r.c.v.s., of a 
daughter. 


OBITUARY. 


Grorck MAw, v.s., 29 Skinner Street, Whitby. 
Mr. Maw died on August 3rd, aged 69 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


HUSK.” 


Sir, 
In reply to ‘‘ M.R.C.V.S."’ the following formula I have 
used with good results : 
R. Acidi carbolici dr.iv. 
Chloroformi dr.vj. 
Terebene oz.iiss. Misce. 
Inject dr.iiss. for a dose. 


North Frodingham. 


Gro. E. M.R.c. v.58. 


Sir, 

A number of drugs are used for intra-tracheal injection 
against husk in calves, and there are a good many different 
formule. I offer several for your correspondent 
“M.R.C.V.S.”’ to choose from. 

One is 360 parts each of turpentine and oil of cloves, with 
30 parts each of carbolic acid and olive oil ; the dose of this 
is 2 drachms for each calf, and two injections are said to 
effect a cure. 

Another prescription is lysol dr.iij, chloroform dr.vij, 
ol. terebinth 0z.x., potass. carb. oz.iss, ol. olive oz.v., 
aque ad. oz.xx; the dose of this is half an ounce, injected 
onee daily for three successive days. 


\ 


it 
it 
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A third and simpler one is ol. terebinth dr.ij, ol. al mals, and how a mixed stock of say 80 or 100 cows on a 


dr.j., potass carb. grs.xx., uz dr.j.; this is a dose for 
one animal, and, like the preceding, should be injected daily 
for three days. 

Penhale’s formula, which should be injected slowly, is oil 
of turpentine 2drs., carbolic acid 20m., and chloroform 
half a drachm. 

A later cne, highly recommended by Scheibel (see Veteri- 
nary Record November 28, 1908, page 338) is one part of 
creosote to fifty parts each of rectified spirit and distilled 
water, the dose of this being from 24 to 5 drachms. 


Scheibel prefers, in place of injecting this mixture into the | 
trachea in the usual manner, to use it as an intra-tracheal | 
spray. This is done by means of a spraying apparatus | 
passed through a canula into the trachea, thus projecting 


the liquid in a finely divided condition towards the bifurca- | 


tion of the trachea. This treatment also is carried out once | 
daily for three days, and is said to be the best method of 
dealing with husk. Its advantage over the older practice 
of simple injection is that it causes a more complete and | 
regular distribution of the medicament.—Yours faithfully, 

‘* Booxworm."’ 


| 


Sir, 


‘*M.R.C.V.S.”’ asks for a formula and doses for intra- | 
tracheal injections for husk. The following I have em-. 


ployed for many years with the greatest success : 


R. Acid. carbolic liq. dr.ss. 
Chloroform meth. dr.ss. 
Ol. terebinth dr ij. 


Ol. amygdal. vel. olive ad. oz.ss. 


farm, some free from tuberculosis and some re-actors, are 
to be dealt with, with only one set of houses for the cows, 
allowing that the reacting cows must be housed separate 
from the non-reacting cows. Would Mr. Brittlebank or 
any of your readers inform me what would be the chances 
if the cows, while kept in separate houses, were allowed to 
pasture together in the same fields. It is obvious that 
stringent isolation conditions may be maintained with a few 
cows, but with large dairies and country farms the difficulty 
is serious. I am not speaking of “‘piners’’ or cows more or 
less visibly affected, but of cows that appear to be in the 
best condition, and yet re-act to the tuberculin test. The 
opinion of some of your readers on the question of whether 
it is imperative to keep the tuberculosis-free animals and 
the reactors separate on the pasture as well as in the houses, 
will be valuable information to myself and, I have no 
doubt, to some others. Trusting you will assist me by 
giving this a place in The Record,—I am, etc., 
Dumfries, 15th Aug. A. J. McIntosu. 


RE-ARRANGEMENT OF EXAMINATIONS. 


| Sir, 


It may perhaps be well that the question of “re-arrange- 
ment of examinations '’ should be discussed in the Press, 
and not left entirely for discussion by the Examination 
Committee and by the Council. 

Dealing with the suggestion that a candidate should 
receive some credit for the part of the examination in 
which he has been successful—I would say it has my hearty 


Misce: A small piece of alkanet root will impart a nice | support. 


colour to the mixture. | 


As a teacher of nearly thirty years’ standing, my oppor- 


The above is the dose (4 fluid ounce) for a large calf. For tunities of observation have been numerous, and I have 
young calves half the above should be mixed with an equal very frequently met with students who have exhibited 


quantity of almond or olive oil. 

The method I employ to administer the medicine toa’ 
large calf or young bullock is as follows :—Get a rope hav- 
ing an eye at one end, and make a slip noose with a knot | 
about 18 inches from the eye to avoid the rope being pulled | 
too tightly, place it round the calf’s neck, and draw the calf | 
up toa post. Puton the ‘‘ bull dogs’’ having a cord fixed | 
to the handle, place free end of cord over a beam where | 
there is a good light, elevate the calf’s nose so as to render | 
the skin of the neck and trachea tense. Insert a small 
lance-pointed hollow trocar through the skin and into) 
the trachea ; if properly inserted you will at once hear the 
breathing through the hollow trocar. Hold the trocar so 
that the point is downward, and inject the mixture through | 
it; the calf will then protrude its tongue and give a few 
coughs. Ifa hollow trocar is not used the mixture is fre- 
quently injected into the subcutaneous tissue outside the 
trachea, causing a large swelling to form which sometimes | 
terminates in an abscess. 

The needle usually supplied with intra-tracheal syringes 
frequently becomes blocked up by a piece of tissue, so that 
the mixture cannot passthrough. I seldom give more than 
one injection, but in very bad cases a second dose may be 
given in about a week. 

The above treatment will be found of little or no avail 
unless the calves are housed, or turned out to graze only 
for a few hours in the middle of the day, and then not in 
low-lying pastures. Good meadow hay should be given, 
and a few whole beans, or a mixture of crushed oats, bran, 
and linseed cake with good chaff; a little common salt and 
a few grains of ferri. sulph. pulv. should be added.— 
Yours faithfully, 


Windsor. 


James WERR, F.R.C.V.S. 


TUBERCLE-FREE HERDS.—A QUESTION. 
Sir, 

I have read with interest in The Record for Aug. 12th, 
the extract from the Report headed ‘‘ Milk and Tubercu- 
losis,’’ and signed by J. W. Brittlebank, w.r.c.v.s. As the 
subject is an important one and likely to become more and 
more so as time goes on, it would be well to know how 
one can best rear young stock from tuberculous-free ani- | 


much readiness and ease in acquiring a knowledge of some 
subjects, but also have exhibited much difficulty in acquir- 
ing others. 

It must be remembered that, say, in the first or ‘‘A’’ 
examination—the subjects are very distinct and apart from 
one another—a thorough knowledge of chemistry is no aid 
to the gaining of a knowledge of junior anatomy, is it? and 
it is in the “first’’ or ‘“‘A’’ examination in which the sug- 
gested change would be of most benefit to students. 

It is no easy matter for any one to study these diverse 
subjects at one time—were that so we might naturally ex- 


| pect a teacher of anatomy toalso teach botany or chemistry 


with the greatest of ease. 

The argument has not so much force when applied to 
the ““B’”’ examination, where anatomy and physiology are 
studied together. In fact, a man cannot properly appreci- 
ate either without a knowledge of the other. 

With reference to the suggestion that teachers should 


| examine their own students, surely it is conceivable that 


teachers in veterinary schools may be :uwen of honour, and 
if that be so they must all feel hurt at your unkindly cut, 
which seems to infer that teachers would be unfair’ Such 
a suggestion is most repugnant, and I trust it was not made 
seriously. 

In Universities, teachers, almost everywhere, examine 
their own students, but they are assisted by extra-mural 
examiners, who, as a rule, assess the value of the candi- 
date’s knowledge. 

Many times in my life I have had students who knew 
their work well and who would answer me quite fluently 
and correctly, but when before strange examiners completely 
lost their heads, and often made themselves appear not only 
ignorant but silly. The strange examiner—that is the extra- 
mural man—must take students as he finds them, and is 


, not to blame when good men are rejected: it is the fault of 


the method and not of the men. Human nature is not 
considered by examiners, nor can it be studied by them as 
it is studied by the teachers. 

I look forward with hope that some of these changes will 
occur in the near future, and beg of you, sir, not to think 
that in any way do I desire to make examinations easier for 
students, for in fact my desire is very mach the other way. 
—Your obedient servant, 

W. Owen 
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THE FELLOwsHIP EXAMINATION AND A NEW DIPLOMA 
IN STaTE AND MunicrpaAL VETERINARY MEDICINE. 
Sir, 

It is almost 34 years since the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons obtained powers, by supple- 
mental charter, granted by the late Queen Victoria, to create 
a higher degree than Membership to be entitled Fellowship, 
and according to the wording of the diploma, it was 
created with a view to the advancement of Veterinary 
Science. 

Periddically, for some time past, papers have been read 
at meetings, leading articles have appeared in the veterin- 
ary press, and just recently the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons have also, perhaps not certainly but most prob- 
ably as a result of these articles, taken up the subject of re- 
modelling and enlarging the scope of the Fellowship exami- 
nation. 

Providing the reconstruction of the examination takes 
place strictly with a view to more efficiency, or, in other 
words, to advance with the times, or perhaps to cause the 
times to advance in so far as veterinary medicine and 
surgery are concerned, then the idea may be considered a 
sound one. 

On January 8th of this year the following appeared as 
Por of a leading article in The Veterinary News, under the 

eading of the Fellowship Examination :—‘‘ And then, too, 
there is such an amount of work to get up again—so much 
has been forgotten in five years—and there is little oppor- 
tunity for any coaching or grinding.’ No doubt the 
author’s meaning was for the best, but these words almost 
read as evidence in a case submitted for the purpose of 
getting the Fellowship examination altered and made 
easier, in fact as a strong attraction for those who, after 
having obtained the M.R.C.V.S. degree, become tired of 
reading, shut up their books and become almost disinterested 
in the very subjects required for the Fellowship degree (and 
at the same time the very subjects which, when kept fresh 
in the memory of the practitioner, must undoubtedly help 
him in his daily work and go a long way towards making a 
successful man of him), and at the same time expeet to be- 
come efficient without work. Five years may be con- 
sidered a long time before one is able to take the degree, 
but could anyone really believe that any practitioner could 
have very much experience in the practice of his profession, 
or do much original work in very much less time than five 
years ? 

Agitating to break down the requirements for the Fellow- 
ship examination by leaving out certain subjects as a con- 
venience to those who intend taking on public appointments 
without consulting the real necessity for a diploma which, 
as evidence of special training, a veterinary surgeon may 
(within twelve months after obtaining the M.R.C.V.S. 
degree) produce when applying for an appointment as meat 
inspector or veterinary inspector under the Dairies, Cow- 
sheds, and Milkshops Orders, or both, is not considered 
sound. 

Some have even suggested that the Fellowship exami- 
nation should be split up so that veterinary surgeons may 
take it in their own particular calling, as, e.g., canine 
specialists, meat inspector-, dairy inspectors, etc. Such 
an idea is cousidered quite unnecessary, for at the present 
time any veterinary surgeon who happens to specialise in 
any of these branches of the profession may write his 
thesis on some work —perhaps original work—appertaining 
to the particular branch in which he specialises, and that 
should not be extremely difficult to those who choose to 
make themselves specialists. 

Because a man chooses to do an enormous amount of 
canine work, or because another holds an important ap- 
pointment as meat inspector, dairy inspector, or some 
other special appointment, or because he becomes famous 
regarding some special surgical operation in the horse, or 
is specially qualified in some branch of cattle practice, is 
no reasonable argament for interfering with the present 
Fellowship examination, which provides most admirably for 
those willing to work for it, and any specialist may find 
ample scope in his thesis in order to show the exan.iners 
where he considers himself really strong. 


Supposing, for the moment, the new recommendation re- 
garding the.Fellowship in General Veterinary Science and 
the Fellowship in State and Municipal Veterinary Medi- 
cine as made to the Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons on the Ist July, came into operation, what 
would be the advantage offered to the newly or recently 
qualified veterinary surgeon ? He would have to wait two 
years before he could go in for the examination for the 
Diploma of Fellowship in State and Municipal Veterinary 
Medicine, or, in other words, instead of the Fellowship 
degree being of some service to a recently qualified man in 
obtaining post as veterinary inspector, meat or dairy, etc., 
inspector, it would, on the other hand, be just making the 
Fellowship degree a little easier for a man who already held 
such an appointment. Now is that the reason why such a 
degree is to be created? If it is, then it should not be. 

At the present time the Fellowship degree in Veterinary 
Medicine. surgery, ete., is looked upon as one obtained by 
those who temain students, and for some reason or other 
have thought fit to keep up with the times besides turning 
some branch of their work into a hobby. 

On the other hand the M.R.C.V.S. degree is the one in 
Veterinary Medicine, Surgery, etc., that gives the possessor 
authority to go out into practice, but if, according to the 
various arguments we read of, the Membership degree is not 
good enough to get the veterinary surgeon a post as meat 
inspector, etc., then it might reasonably be suggested that 
the sooner the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons seek powers to grant a special diploma in State 
and Municipal Veterinary Me‘icine or Hygiene, as the case 
may be, the better it will be for veterinary surgeons and the 
profession generally, and the Local Government Board 
and all local authorities would soon come to recognise it. 

A special course in the required subjects for this sug- 
gested diploma would be prescribed by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and would be open only to qualified 
veterinary surgeons. 

There are no doubt many ready to argue that such a 
course is unnecessary, holding that the present M.R.C.V.S. 
degree is enough, and that the veterinary surgeon is quite 
fitted to take on meat, milk, etc., inspection, which is just 
the same as saying that a fully qualified medical man is 
quite fitted to take the post of Medical Officer of Health 
without having first obtained a diploma in Public Health 
or a degree in Hygiene. 

To meet such an argument it should be pointed out that 
in most cases at least, the newly qualified veterinary surgeon 
is just in that condition—due to his training—when he is 
most fitted to begin learning the more important practical 
duties appertaining to the office of a State or ‘Municipal 
veterinary surgeon, whereas, on the other hand, the train- 
ing he would receive through the course necessary for the 
new Diploma in State and Municipal Veterinary Medicine 
would just properly prepare him for such an office. 

Again, there are those veterinary surgeons who, whilst 
carrying on private practice, would desire to go in for part 
time appointments, particularly in country districts, and 
there is no doubt that, were such a diploma recognised by 
authorities more of these appointments—not only under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, but in regard to meat and milk 
inspection—would be forthcoming. 

To alter the present Fellowship examination and do 
nothing more should be most seriously considered by every 
member of the Council, for it is suggested that euch will 
neither meet the needs of the profession nor supply the 
requirements of many Local Authorities. In order to assist 
the young practitioner, not only by giving him a special 
training but by giving him something with which he may 
obtain an appointment, the consideration of the creation of 
a new diploma in State and Municipal veterinary medicine 
should assuredly, especially at the present time, come before 
that of the Fellowship degree. 

THomas Parker. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED :—Prof. W. O. 
Williams, Messrs. A.Gibson, G.P.Male, J.C. James, 
W. Awde, T.M. McConnell, A.J.MeoIntosh, C. Roberts, 
J. Webb. Le Petit Bleu (Bruxelles). 


